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The Department of Finance announced today that it will enhance service to the pub 
by making more of its publications available to a greater number of Canadians via the 


Internet. 


The Department wants to encourage electronic dissemination of its publications 
because it is the most efficient and cost-effective way of making the information 
widely available and it is also environmentally sensitive. Last year, the Department 
provided budget material on the Internet as well as other information on its policies 
through regular press releases, published speeches and fact sheets. It also offered an 
electronic version of the Budget technical document for sale on the Internet. 


Beginning this year, the Department will sell a number of other technical documents 
via the Internet as well as provide, free of charge, regular updates on Canada's fiscal 
and economic situation. In addition to the Budget technical document, Internet 
subscriptions to the following publications are now available: the Annual Financial 
Report of the Government of Canada along with Fiscal Indicators and Reference 
Tables, the Debt Operations Report, and Ways and Means Motions, Draft Legislation, 
Technical Bills and Explanatory Notes (mainly tax issues). These publications will 
also be available on a subscription basis in printed format. 


General, non-technical information on the budget and other Finance policies that 
would be of interest to the public will continue to be posted on the Internet at no 
charge, including the addition of the monthly Fiscal Monitor (an overview of the 
federal fiscal situation) and the quarterly Economy in Brief (description of Canada's 
economic performance). In addition, all Finance publications will continue to be 
available to the public at no charge through public libraries that are part of the 


government's system of depository libraries. 
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Subscription details for priced publications are available on the order form. Prices are 
designed to recover some of the costs of preparing and distributing publications. 
Discounts will be offered on purchases of multi-user electronic documents to further 
encourage their use over printed documents. 


Publications can be ordered by filling out the order form and returning it to the 
Department. Additional copies of the order form are available by calling (613) 943- 
8665 or by faxing your request to (613) 996-0901. The order form can also be 
downloaded from the Department of Finance Internet Home Page, located at 
http://www. fin. gc.ca/. 


For further information: 
Jonathan Massey-Smith 
Public Affairs and Operations Division 


(613) 992-1574 


Finance Department Internet Home Page 
http://www.fin. gc.ca/ 
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The following publications are available on a pre-paid annual subscription basis via Internet or in printed format. 
The 1996 budget will also be available on diskette. See the order form for subscription details. 


The 1996 Budget (technical document) (including the Budget in Brief and Budget Speech) provides detailed fiscal, 
economic and other technical information on federal budget policies. It includes the economic assumptions underlying 
the budget planning, the outlook for the economy and the federal fiscal situation, detailed information on budget 
measures, and (when required) Notices of Ways and Means Motions (legal changes to various Acts, usually tax-related). 


Annual Financial Report of the Government of Canada and Fiscal Indicators and Reference Tables reviews the 
government’s spending and revenue performance over the past fiscal year and discusses the factors affecting these results. 
Fiscal Indicators and Reference Tables may be published either as part of the Annual Financial Report or as a 

separate document. This document provides historical information on federal public finances and on broad fiscal 
indicators at the provincial level as well as international fiscal comparisons. 


Debt Operations Report outlines the key elements of current federal debt management strategy and describes various 
strategic and operational aspects of the government’s debt program and cash management activities over the past year. 


Ways and Means Motions, Draft Legislation, Technical Bills and Explanatory Notes provides legal wording for 
amendments to various Acts (mainly tax issues) and corresponding Explanatory Notes that describe the amendments, 
including practical examples demonstrating the effect of changes. 


__ Free Information 


This information is accessible via Internet at http://www.fin.gc.ca/. Printed versions are also available by writing to the 
Department of Finance Canada, Distribution Centre, 300 Laurier Ave. West, Ottawa Ontario, K1A OGS. 


The Economic and Fiscal Update provides an update on the national economic and federal fiscal situation leading 
into the budget planning process and constitutes the base document for pre-budget consultations. It sets the stage for 
the upcoming budget by outlining the fiscal challenges facing the country and provides an overview of government 
spending and revenues. 


The Fiscal Monitor provides highlights and details of the government’s fiscal performance on a monthly basis. 
The Economy in Brief describes Canada’s quarterly economic performance. 


Government of Canada Securities provides a quarterly update using graphs to describe the federal government’s 
debt program and recent developments in fixed-income markets and the economy. 


Budget information including the Budget in Brief and the Budget Speech are also available at no charge, as are the 
Press Releases, Published Speeches and Fact Sheets. 
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Subscription Series — Technical Information 


1. Electronic Documents 


Prices for electronic documents are based on concurrent usage — the number of individuals likely to be connected 
at any time. Each single machine must be counted as a concurrent user. Prices and other subscription details are 
listed on the order form. Please also see the licencing agreement for details on product usage. 


(a) On-Line via Internet 


Access to Internet is required to purchase and receive documents on-line. A password and complete instructions 

on how to obtain documents will be sent to subscribers via Internet e-mail upon purchase of an annual subscription. 
Customers download a master copy of the documents when they become available, and are responsible for 

making it accessible to their users in accordance with the purchase agreement and the terms and conditions of the 
licencing agreement. 


Documents are available in .PDF (portable document file) format which preserves the look and feel of the printed 
original. Using the Adobe Acrobat Reader, the electronic versions can be read on-line, the entire text can be searched 
for specific information, exact copies can be printed in part or in their entirety, and text/graphics can be pasted into 
any Windows application. It is recommended that subscribers familiarize themselves with the Acrobat Reader by 
downloading it from the Adobe Home Page (http://www.adobe.com/), along with the document entitled The 
Economic and Fiscal Update, available free of charge at the Finance Internet site, (http://www.fin.gc.ca/). 


Basic system requirements: 


Windows: World Wide Web browser (i.e. Mosaic, Netscape, etc.) which supports “forms”; a 14.4 kbps modem or 
better; Acrobat Reader 2.1 for Windows, 386 personal computer or greater; Microsoft Windows 3.1, Windows 95, 
or Windows NT 3.5 or greater; 4 MB applications RAM; 4 MB hard disk space. 


Macintosh: World Wide Web browser (i.e. Mosaic, Netscape, etc.) which supports “forms”; a 14.4 kbps modem or 
better; Acrobat Reader 2.1 for Macintosh; Macintosh with 68020 or greater processor or PowerPC, Apple System 
Software 7.0 or greater; 2 MB of application RAM (3.5 MB of application RAM for PowerPC version). 


(b) Diskette of 1996 Budget 


One master copy is provided. Customers are responsible for making it accessible to their users in accordance with 
the purchase agreement and the terms and conditions of the licencing agreement. 
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Upon release, Ottawa only: 


Budget documents will be available on diskette in WordPerfect 5.0 (with .wpg graphics for WordPerfect and 
.wmf graphics for Microsoft Word). This will allow users to access documents either in WordPerfect 5.0 or 
Microsoft Word 2.0. The diskettes will be available immediately upon release at 300 Laurier Avenue West 
(main lobby) for customers who have pre-paid. Original (coloured) receipts must be submitted to obtain 
diskettes. Those who have not paid in advance may purchase copies in the main lobby at 140 O’Connor Street. 


Day after release, across Canada: 


Budget documents will be available the day after release at selected Revenue Canada and RCMP offices 
for customers who have pre-paid. Official (coloured) receipts must be submitted to obtain diskettes. 
Those who have not pre-paid may purchase diskettes from Finance Canada (613) 943-8665 or at selected 
bookstores across Canada. 


Basic system requirements: 
WordPerfect 5.0: 386 personal computer or greater; DOS, WordPerfect 5.0 or greater 


MicrosoftWord 2.0: 386 personal computer or greater; Microsoft Windows 3.0 or greater; 
MicrosoftWord 2.0 or greater 


2. Printed Documents 


(a) 1996 Budget 


Upon release, Ottawa only: 


Budget documents will be available immediately upon release at 300 Laurier Avenue West (main lobby) 
for customers who have pre-paid or reserved in advance. Official (coloured) receipts must be submitted 
to obtain copies. Those who have not pre-paid may purchase documents in the main lobby at 

140 O’Connor Street. Copies of the Budget in Brief and the Budget Speech will be available free of 
charge (limit one per customer). 


Day after release, across Canada: 


Budget documents will be available the day after release at selected Revenue Canada and RCMP offices for 
those who have pre-paid or reserved in advance. Official (coloured) receipts must be submitted to obtain 
copies. Those who have not pre-paid, may purchase copies from Finance Canada (613) 943-8665 or at 
selected bookstores across Canada. Copies of the Budget in Brief and the Budget Speech will be available 
free of charge (limit one per customer). 


(b) Other Publications 


All other printed documents will be distributed by mail upon release. 
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_ Department of Finance Licence Agreement 


Department of Finance Publications (“Publications”) are provided on the terms and conditions set out in this licence agreement. 


The Department of Finance (“the Licensor”) will grant to the purchaser (“the Licensee”) a non-exclusive licence to use one copy of 
the Publications on a single terminal connected to a single computer, or on the designated computer terminals in respect of which 
licence fees (which fees are included in the purchase price of the Publications) have been paid by the Licensee to the Licensor. Unless 
the appropriate site or network licence fees have been paid, the Licensee must not network the data obtained on-line from the 
Internet or from disk(s) or the data contained thereon, or otherwise use the data or disk(s) on more than one computer or computer 
terminal at the same time. 


The Licensee, in making copies of the data obtained from the Internet or contained on the disk(s) or in making the data available 
on computer terminals, shall only make the number of copies or make the data available on the number of designated computer 
terminals for which licence fees have been paid. The Licensee must reproduce and include the Licensor’s proprietary legends 
including, where applicable, notices with respect to copyrights and confidentiality on any copy made. The Licensee may also copy 
the data obtained from the Internet or contained on the disk(s) in any machine readable form for back-up purposes, or onto a hard 
disk in support of his or her use of the data obtained from the Internet or contained on the disk(s) on the designated computer 
terminals for which licence fees have been paid. 


The Licensee must not use, copy or transfer the data obtained from the Internet or contained on the disk(s) or in printed version, 

in whole or in part, except as expressly provided for in this agreement or as may be otherwise agreed by the Licensor and Licensee. 
The Licensee must not reproduce all or substantially all of the Publications in developing documents for distribution or sale to end- 
users unless otherwise agreed by the Licensor and Licensee. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Licensee may reproduce extracts of 
the Publications with respect to any fair dealing with the Publications for the purposes of private study or research, criticism, review 
or newspaper summary. The Licensee must not otherwise reproduce or republish the Publications, copy the data obtained from the 
Internet or the disk(s), transfer possession of the Publications or disk(s) to any other party, sublicence the Publications, or assign its 
licence without receiving the prior written approval of the Licensor. The data obtained from the Internet or contained on the disk(s) 
or in printed version is protected by copyright. By paying the required fee for this licence, the Licensee does not become the owner 
of the data but is entitled only to use same in accordance with the terms of this agreement. 


The Licensee acknowledges that neither the Licensor nor its employees or agents make any warranties or representations of any 
kind with respect to the Publications, the use, design or performance thereof, whether expressed or implied, statutory or otherwise 
arising from law or from a source of dealing or usage in trade, including but not limited to implied warranties or conditions of 
merchantable quality or fitness for the particular purpose of the Licensee, or that the contents of the Publications are identical to 
the original publication from which the data was obtained. 


The opening of the packaging encasing the Publications or accessing the Publications on-line from the Internet constitutes your 
acceptance and agreement to be bound by these terms and conditions. Once the packaging is removed or the Publications are 
accessed on-line from the Internet, you cannot return the Publications for a refund or credit or cancel your subscription for the 
Publications without the approval of the Department of Finance. Should you elect not to accept the Publications on this basis, you 
must return the unopened package to the Department of Finance, Distribution Centre, 300 Laurier Ave. West, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1A OGS or notify the Department of Finance that you are cancelling your Internet subscription. Contact Finance Distribution 
Centre at (613) 943-8665 or fax (613) 996-0901 for further instructions with respect to the return of the Publications or 
cancellation of your Internet subscription. 
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